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THE HIVE
Mrs Perry writes:
We have the most amazing young people at Woldgate and I feel privileged to spend 
time with them each day. It’s my honour this week to put the spotlight on Rebecca H 
and Finn D. Some of our young people go through so many barriers and it’s easy to 
forget or assume that all is well when they attend everyday and show such strength. 
Rebecca has had 31 operations over the years, resilience personified I am sure we 
can all agree.

Rebecca is in Year 9. Everyone knows Rebecca —she brightens up any room 

she walks into. Her confidence shines and her enthusiasm is admirable. She’s 

pleasant and polite and it’s a pleasure to have her as a member of our School 

community. Staff are quick to comment on her hard work and effort and as you 

can see below she takes pride in her work. Rebecca has many medical issues 

as a result she is required to attend many hospital and medical appointments—

despite this her attendance is nearly 97% showing her commitment to her 

education. She is an inspiration to all. Here are some examples of Rebecca’s 

excellent work in lessons

Rebecca completed her first Triathlon 
at Castle Howard last summer. 
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Finn is in Year 8. He is wise and witty! His effort is excellent and he always has a question that 

keeps our teachers on their toes! He shows interest in all subjects and wants to know the 

‘bigger picture’. Finn is the first to arrive at the door of your classroom and quick to prepare 

Geography

RE

French

ICT

Maths

himself to learn. He listens 

attentively, and his focus and 

commitment leads to some 

excellent pieces of work. He 

likes a calm atmosphere in 

the classroom. Finn enjoys 

having a chat about anything 

and will often pass on some 

amazing random facts! His 

favourite subjects are Maths 

and Science and he describes 

our teaching staff as ‘Very 

good and supportive’. He said he feels very happy and 

settled at Woldgate. Finn’s attendance is nearly 97%—a 

great achievement.
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Headteacher’s  

Welcome

I do hope you found our recent Year 12 Parents’ Evening productive and helpful. I 
would also like to thank our parents who attended this evening and all our other 
scheduled Parents’ Evenings for the evaluation you have provided through our 
feedback session, that now forms part of your appointment schedule. We do go 
through all the feedback from our parents with great care and continue to ensure 
we listen carefully and act to continually improve our school and the education we 
provide. I am also very grateful for the positive comments - these will also be shared 
with colleagues.

The pandemic has had left a long legacy and I have 

previously talked about the impact upon our children. It 

has, though, also impacted upon our ability to welcome 

parents into school. Our school thrives only with your 

support and commitment to your child but also to our 

community and to ensuring your son or daughter achieves 

the very best education. With Parents’ Evening moving 

online, a move I know most parents have welcomed, it is 

important to provide those opportunities to visit the school 

and meet colleagues in person. I am also conscious that 

many of our parents have not had that opportunity over 

the last two years due to joining our community during the 

pandemic. I am, therefore, hopeful that the events we plan 

to offer this term, in addition to all of those mentioned in 

the Newsletter last week will provide that opportunity and 

will become part of our annual calendar.

Upper School Evening for children 
currently in Year 10 and Year 9.

Year 10 children will be taking internal ‘mock’ examinations 

towards the end of this academic year. Miss Hull (who will 

be leading Upper School from September) along with Mrs 

Atkinson, will be hosting an evening to support children and 

parents as they prepare for these examinations and their 

final year of GCSE studies. This will be an important evening 

and will hopefully prove useful, as the examinations 

themselves are vitally important (especially post pandemic) 

to support your child in identifying those areas of strength 

and where they will need to invest their time and energies 

with your support and specific teaching from colleagues. 

We will also on the Year 10 and Year 9 evenings be able to 

provide an overview of the year, key information and some 

important dates for your diary.
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Key Dates

Summer Term 2022

Monday 25 April – 
Friday 27 May

Bank Holiday – 
Monday 2 May

Monday 6 June – 
Friday 22 July

Staff Training Days

Monday 25 July 2022

Middle School Evening for children currently in 
Year 7 and Year 8.

As you may be aware, we will from September also be creating a Middle School 

to be led by Mr Macdonald. The evening, as well as introducing your new Head 

of School, will provide parents with an overview of this period for parents and 

identify the key events within your child’s year starting in September. This will 

include Year 8 and Year 9, two critical years with the completion of foundation 

studies and the progression onto examination subjects. I know Mr Macdonald is 

keen to meet parents in person and it will be lovely to welcome you back into 

school.

Lower School Evening for children currently in 
Year 6.

We will be resuming our full programme of induction for our children into Year 

6 and will also be welcoming Year 6 parents into school come September to 

meet your child’s tutor and representatives of the school’s leadership team. Ms 

Minton who will lead Year 7 and oversee induction for Year 6 is looking forward 

to seeing your children and I know already she has started to visit primary 

schools, including launching competitions and will continue to share key 

information with parents as September approaches.

I do hope you will be able to attend one of these evenings and I know my 

colleagues will look forward to meeting you in person and to sharing our 

plans for the end of the academic year with the Awards Ceremony with York 

University and the School Walk, as well as talking through the academic year to 

come.

Do have a good weekend.

Mr J Britton 
Headteacher
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Ms Minton writes:

I have really enjoyed visiting Primary 
Schools over the last couple of 

weeks to meet our new Year 6 cohort 
and to begin to get to know them. When I arrived 
many pupils looked fearful and nervous but by 
the end, after a sea of questions, we had some 
much more smiley faces! Thank you to Stamford 
Bridge, Bugthorpe, Wilberfoss and St Martins in 
Fangfoss for giving me such a warm welcome. I am 
really excited to visit more Primary Schools over 
the coming weeks as well as to unite a number of 
pupils coming on their own from Primary Schools 
in a Teams Call so that they can begin to get to 
know other faces.

The Year 6 Great Woldgate Bakeoff has got off to a flying start with an 

amazing first entry from Henry. When I visited him at Bugthorpe he 

made the creation of this cake literally sound like a piece of cake but I’m 

sure it wasn’t!! An amazing first entry Henry and what a way to start the 

competition!! Keep the entries coming in Year 6!

Ms Minton 
Head of Lower School

Lower School

Newsletter

www.woldgate.net Issue 284 June 2022 Page 6@Woldgate WoldgateSchool

Issue 284 June 2022Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Of great merit, 
character and value



Breakfast of Champions
A massive well done to all our Year 7 and 8 Breakfast of Champions for last Half Term too. I hope you enjoyed your well-

deserved breakfast as reward for all your hard work! You are all superstars!

A list of all winners from Year 7 and 8 is below, you will have seen photographs of some of the winners in edition 282.

We will list the winners from upper school next week.

Year 7

Michael 
Abbott

Riley 
Bell

Riley 
Cooper

Evelyn 
Coulson

Rose 
Donarski

Archie 
Eate

Amelia 
Ellis

Gabe 
Fielding

Finn 
Hardy

Lily 
Innes

Jack 
Keeble

Lily 
Nicholls

Oliver 
Owens

Amelia 
Pearson

Ewan 
Rowland

Ruby 
Rushmer-Broome

Mattie 
Smith

Nelly 
Vallender

Laura 
Warren

Luke 
Wise

Year 8

Ollie 
Bailey

Niles 
Barber

Jack 
Benson

Eve 
Beverley

Daisy 
Broomhead

Toby 
Castle

Lillie 
Cole

Gabriella 
Crewe

Emma 
Crutchley

Joshua 
Dolphin

Lewis 
Glover

Katie 
Greensted

Benjamin 
Gwilliam

Evie 
Lusby

Emilly 
Moreira

Hannah 
O Connell

Oliver 
Peacock

Sam 
Vasey

Fin 
Walker

Erin 
Williams

Newsletter

www.woldgate.net Issue 284 June 2022 Page 7@Woldgate WoldgateSchool

Issue 284 June 2022Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Of great merit, 
character and value



Mrs Atkinson writes:

Upper School

When my two worlds collide

On Saturday, pupils in secondary school where I studied and where I taught for three 
years before coming to England, had their High School Graduation. The pride that 
I feel when my pupils here at Woldgate are happy and successful, is always shared 
with those at home. I feel that by sharing your achievements and commitment to 
your learning, as well as the values we share as a community, that this can also 
inspire them to achieve well. And they have!

I had the privilege of working with some of these pupils in what we called ‘Saturday PG Chem’. Every Saturday at 11am 

Belize time, since January 2021, pupils would log on to Google Classroom so that I could support them with their Chemistry 

syllabus. They also got to experience the different seasons and yes, they found it very strange that it was pitch black at 5 

o’clock in the evening or like now, full daylight at 7pm. 

These pupils wanted to study Chemistry at A Level and in order to do so, they needed to take an entrance exam in April this 

year. Three of my 20 regulars applied to go to Sixth Form College, and I was proud to hear that they got accepted to one 

of the best Colleges in the country. I was pleased when they told me that they had made ‘Honour Roll’ and also to receive 

some photos of their graduation. Edvic C was the Valedictorian - he achieved the highest attainment points in the school, so 

he gave a speech at the ceremony! 
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Last week some of our pupils 
began a six-week programme 
of studies with the National 
Tutoring Programme in either 
English or Maths. This is to 
further support their progress 
in these subjects. 

We have had great feedback from pupils 

and families. Please continue to encourage 

your child to access the online resources 

recommended by their teachers to further 

accelerate their understanding in these and 

their option subjects. To support families of 

Year 10 pupils, we are offering an evening 

of support to families. An invitation to a 

Mock and Study Skills Evening has been 

sent to you. Please see details here. Please 

note that if you are unable to attend at the 

time allocated to your child’s Form, you can 

attend the other session. We have split the 

Year Group to avoid overcrowding. Your 

child is expected to attend this event with 

you. We look forward to seeing you all. A 

similar event will be scheduled for Year 9 

pupils and their families.

Mrs I Atkinson  
Head of Upper School

Year 10 Mock Exam and Study Skills Evening:  
Thursday 23rd June

We would like to thank you for your continued support in helping 

your child to reach their full potential. Our young people rarely 

achieve their best independently; they are far more likely to succeed 

when a strong partnership is formed between pupil, home, and 

school. Your support as a parent is fundamental to their success.

For many, GCSE preparation can seem daunting, and we would like 

to provide support for both you as parents and your child as they 

approach their final year of study and their formal examinations.

We would like to invite you and your child into school on 

Thursday the 23rd of June for a short presentation where we will 

share information about the Year 10 Mock examinations, revision 

techniques, information about our online study support platforms 

(GCSEPod, Seneca and MyLearning), as well as provide guidance as 

to how you and your child can take steps to maximise their progress 

in this particularly important year.

We would like to invite parents/carers of pupils in Form Groups RJO, 

ROW AND RMG to attend the first presentation between 6.00pm and 

6.40pm and parents/carers of pupils in Form Groups LER, MHO, MSM 

and NSC, to attend the second presentation between 7.00pm and 

7.40pm.

We hope that you can attend this event and find it useful in preparing 

your child for this all-important final year.

Like our current Year 11s, these pupils have shown 

great commitment to their learning through difficult 

times and are grateful to all those who supported them 

along the way. I know that, as the Belizean pupils did 

last weekend, that we will have much to celebrate with 

our Year 11 pupils in the summer. We will start those 

celebrations with our Prom.

Continue to make us proud! 

Only 1 week to go, Year 11s. You have been brilliant!

Mrs I Atkinson  
Head of Upper School
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Over the past two weeks I have been undertaking a review of provision and quality 
of education in the Sixth Form. I have worked in four schools in my career and have 
been Head of Sixth Form in two schools.

I have been absolutely delighted with the mature approach the sixth formers have towards their studies. They are hard working 

and diligent and want to make the best of every opportunity given to them.

I know the Year 12 students are looking forward to going to Hull University next week for the UCAS (Universities and Colleges 

Admissions Service) convention to find out more about all the Universities throughout the UK and the range of courses that 

they offer.

The Year 13 students have been exemplary as they complete their final examinations. They have not taken formal external 

examinations since their SATs in Year 6, which was in 2015, but they have taken the challenge in their stride.

I have been impressed with the way all students have spoken with me about their experience of the Sixth Form, which they 

have found positive and enriching and also where they think improvements can be made. It has been a pleasure to be with 

them in recent weeks.

I know that staff are also impressed with the Sixth Form students and I also know we will all miss the Year 13 students as they 

go out into the wider world.

Mr C Bell  

Assistant Headteacher 

Head of Standards and Action Research

Mr Bell writes:

Sixth Form
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Safeguarding at 
Woldgate School

Mr Sloman writes:

Pride Month: Advice if you think your child might be LGBTQ+

June is Pride month, and over the next few weeks there are ongoing 
celebrations of LGBTQ+ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer and other) 
issues, culture, individuals and achievements. As a parent or carer, you may have 
understandable questions if you think that your child might be lesbian, 
gay, bi and/or transgender. As a Stonewall Champion School, we’ve answered some 
of the most common ones below.

I think that my child might be LGBT. How can I be sure?

Until your child comes and tells you that they are, or might be LGBT, you can’t know. Try not to make assumptions and let 

them come and tell you in their own time. Create a positive, supportive environment where your child feels able to talk to 

you about their sexual orientation and/or gender identity. For example, say positive things about LGBT people when they’re 

on TV and don’t allow others to say negative things under your roof.

What if I don’t agree with it?

The truth is, if you’ve got a problem with the idea of your child being LGBT, you’re going to have to live with it and accept it. 

The best thing you can do is put your feelings to one side and remember that, regardless of your child’s sexual orientation 

and gender identity, you love them and want them to be happy. As for other family members: if they don’t react well initially, 

put some rules in place and establish what can and can’t be said in front of your child.

Cont. Over
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Talking about it is a good thing

One thing you can do is give them the information they 

need to make good decisions. LGBT young people often 

lack access to information about their rights, where to 

access support, sex and staying safe - even if you feel 

like you can’t talk about it personally, you should at least 

be able to point them in the direction of the information 

they need. You can contact Stonewall’s Information 

Service for pointers. 

Won’t being LGBT make their 
life harder for them?

One of the hardest things for LGBT people to face 

is rejection from their friends and family. New laws 

have made our country fairer and more equal. Same-

sex couples can now get married and have children, 

and there is legislation to protect LGBT people in the 

workplace. There are more LGBT role models in the arts, 

politics and sport, and those people who have a problem 

with LGBT people are an increasingly small minority. 

Woldgate School is a Stonewall Champion School, and 

we support pupils who are LGBT and take seriously 

any issues or incidents caused by other pupils that may 

occur.

What support is there for 
parents and pupils?

If you or your child have any worries or concerns, 

please do contact your child’s Care and Achievement 

Coordinator in the first instance. You can also contact 

our Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead, Mrs Wright, 

on cwright@woldgate.net. 

You can also access a wealth of information and support 

on the Stonewall website: www.stonewall.org.uk

For more information and advice, visit: www.nspcc.

org.uk. If you would like more information, or would 

like support, please do contact Mr Sloman (Designated 

Safeguarding Lead) or Mrs Wright (Deputy Designated 

Safeguarding Lead).

Mr L Sloman 
Deputy Headteacher 
Head of Care and Achievement
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STARS 
Update
Mr Barrett writes:

Skills for Life update

As part of the Skills for Life programme at the 

school, pupils focus on one of six key skills 

per half term. These are skills that have been 

highlighted by employers and industry bodies as 

vital skills for the workplace that young people 

often lack. It is hoped that by focusing on these 

key skills over a young person’s time at Woldgate 

they will stand out from the pack when it comes 

to applications and interviews. The focus for this 

half term is creativity. 

Careers update

Speakers for Schools is an organisation that 

has as one of its aims, to allow people from all 

backgrounds to hear from the influential figures 

of today. Part of what they do is arrange for 

speakers to go into schools, but one of the other 

things they do is record the speakers and make 

them available to young people to view at a time of their convenience. The schedule for this week is below and those talks 

will be shortly after added to their library, that you can access here:

https://www.speakersforschools.org/inspiration/vtalks/vtalks-video-library/

Value our community, individual liberty and show mutual 
respect and tolerance.

To do this we will:

 Always be honest and fair.

 Show respect to others by the way we speak to each other and present ourselves.

 Value our School, the Dining Room, classrooms, displays, equipment and our facilities.

 Develop the knowledge, skills and conviction to play an effective role in our local, national and   

 global communities.

S
SOCIETY
Of great Character.
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with shared values
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Of great Merit.

Know our personal and academic targets, support others with 
their learning and stay on task to maximise our progress.

To do this we will:

 Bring the correct equipment to lessons, including our planner.

 Arrive on time for lessons.

 Know our targets for each subject and understand what we need to do to improve.

 Access impartial advice and careers guidance to help us make informed decisions, develop our   

 ambitions and aspirations, plan our future, and prepare ourselves for the world of work.

A
APPEARANCE

Of great Value.

Always wear the correct uniform and take pride in our 
appearance.

To do this we will:

 Take pride in our uniform and ensure we always look smart and professional.

 Wear the correct uniform at all times.

 Be ambassadors, by wearing our uniform with pride, in and outside of school.

 Take pride in our personal identity, culture and history, value ourselves and celebrate our    

 achievements, developing our own self-confidence and self-esteem.

 

R
RESPONSIBILITY

Of great Character.

Respect the rule of law and take responsibility for our own 
behaviour and learning.

To do this we will:

 Concentrate, listen to the teacher and one another; follow instructions and work hard.

 Do our homework quickly and return it on time.

 Ask for help if we don’t know what to do.

 Develop our spiritual, moral, cultural, mental, physical and financial awareness, in order to   

 understand our society and help us prepare for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences  

 that await us in later life.

S
SAFETY
Of great Value.

Be safe, sensible and mature. Never seek to cause another 
harm through our words or actions. 

To do this we will:

 Always treat others as we would like to be treated ourselves.

 Never swear, hit or bully anyone or use offensive language.

 Be considerate to members of our wider community, as well as safe and sensible, 

 whilst travelling to and from school.

 Develop the knowledge, skills and attributes to keep ourselves healthy and safe, and   

 prepare ourselves for life and work in modern Britain.

C

M

Y
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CY

CMY

K
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DATE SPEAKER INFORMATION

Monday 13th 

June

Predict 22 talk: What is Machine 

Learning? Doug Gurr, Director, The 

Natural History Museum & Former UK 

Country Manager, Amazon 

For Years 7 to 13

What is machine learning and how are businesses using it? 

What is the role of Museums in the digital world? Join us for 

a broadcast with Dr Doug Gurr to find out. Doug is looking 

forward to answering your questions during the student Q&A 

session!
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Accelerated Reader… The results are in!

Total words read: 42,284,080 (+705,660 since last week) 

Reader of the week: Katie G (8DLN) 

Form of the week: 8DLN 

Year group leader boards (words read since September)

Year 7

1. 7BER – 2,490,910 

2. 7RPA – 2,485,476

3. 7NTE – 2,007,608

Year 8

1. 8DLN – 6,039,228

2. 8SJW – 3,838,991

3. 8BSC – 3,620,049

Year 9

1. 9JMR – 3,286,681

2. 9HTA – 2,141,974

3. 9LCH – 1,395,874

DATE SPEAKER INFORMATION

Wednesday 

15th June 

Predict 22 talk: Skills for the Future 

World of Work, Sarah Wood, Digital 

Entrepreneur, Investor, and Author of 

Stepping Up 

For Year 7 to 9

Join us for a broadcast with Sarah Wood to find out how you 

can develop your digital skills so that you are ready for the 

future world of work. Sarah will also be sharing her tips on 

how you can accelerate your leadership potential!

Thursday 16th 

June 

Predict 22 talk: Advertising and 

Technology, Marco Bertozzi, EMEA 

president, Whalar and Former Vice 

President of Spotify Europe 

For Years 7 to 13

Are you creative and always coming up with great ideas? A 

career in advertising may match your skillset! Join us for a 

broadcast with Marco Bertozzi to learn about how the use 

of technology in advertising has changed and how Whalar is 

working to make advertising more diverse and inclusive

Thursday 16th 

June

Predict 22 talk: How VFX has changed 

over time, David Cordon, Head of 

Production, Nviz 

For Years 7 to 13

We know that many of you have loved watching our 

broadcasts with our Visual Effects Artists, but have you ever 

thought about how VFX has changed over time? David is 

looking forward to sharing his insights into the changing 

world of VFX and his predictions for the future of VFX!

Friday 17th 

June 

Professor Sir Ian Diamond, Chair, 

Plan International & Former Vice 

Chancellor of the University of 

Aberdeen 

For Years 7 to 13

Join us to learn about Sir Ian’s career journey and find out 

how you can make the most of opportunities throughout 

your life and career. Sir Ian is really looking forward to 

answering your questions during the Q&A.

Tuesday 21st 

June 

Dan Snow, Historian & Broadcaster, 

BBC 

For Years 7 to 13

Are you studying history? Perhaps you are considering 

studying history for your GCSE’s and beyond. Join us for 

a broadcast with Dan Snow to find out why History is an 

important and exciting subject!
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The Platinum Jubilee celebrations made me want to go back as far as I could for 
memory lane this week.

This photograph entitled ‘Class of 1958’ taken 64 years ago, when Queen Elizabeth 
had been on the throne for six years. This photograph was taken in the main hall, 

which is still there to this day. The Jubilee and this photograph show us that whilst 
fashions may come and go some things are timeless.

As ever, if you recognise anyone in this photograph please contact us at

office@woldgate.net

ME M ORY L A N E
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Rewards
Our school motto is ‘Everything you do should be worthy of great merit, 

character and value’, and every day our pupils’ efforts, contributions and 

achievements are recognised with rewards that reflect these values. Our pupils 

understand these core values as being the foundation of successful learning, and 

a successful life, and each of the rewards holds a special significance:

MERIT 287,091

A
ct

s 
of

 G
re

at TOTAL 
REWARD 
POINTS:

570,904VALUE 34,390

CHARACTER 22,031

House Points
Every pupil belongs to one of our five Houses, representing our local countryside. Pupils can be awarded House points for 

exceptional contributions to school life, and for participating in House competitions and events, and all rewards contribute 

to each House reward total:

House rewards since the start of the year:

126,990 126,107

132,298

114,725112,501
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Acts of Great Merit
The quality of being particularly good or worthy, especially 

deserving of praise or reward. For example, the production 

of an outstanding piece of classwork, home learning or an 

outstanding assessment outcome.

The pupils with the highest Great Merit awards this week 

are:

Year 7:  Gracie Rowlinson

Year 8:  Oliver Mattinson

Year 9:  Joseph Pickering

Year 10: Molly Randle

Year 11: Ivy Donohue

Year 12: Claire Farmery

Year 13: Laura Cirstea

Acts of Great Character
The moral qualities that define an individual. For example, 

demonstrating kindness, offering support or actively 

engaging with the wider community.

The pupils with the highest Great Character awards this 

week are:

Year 7:  Noah Shanmuganathan

Year 8:  Blake Starkey

Year 9:  Eve Donarski 

Year 10: Lewis Beilby

Year 11: Luke Atkin

Year 12: Sophie Toft

Year 13: Flo Fitzpatrick

Acts of Great Value
The principles or standards of conduct we work to; those 

acts and skills that are valued by our wider society. For 

instance, the ability to demonstrate emotional intelligence, 

to communicate effectively or be a leader of a team.

The pupils with the highest Great Value awards this week 

are:

Year 7:  Laura Warren

Year 8:  Lewis Glover

Year 9:  James Artemiou

Year 10: Felix Jones

Year 11: Charlie Nixon

Year 12: Adam Benson

Year 13: Amy James

Please discuss these values with 
your child, and do regularly look 

at your child’s rewards on the 
ClassCharts Parents’ App.

Every week, our Newsletter 
and weekly pupil briefing 

highlights examples of our pupils 
demonstrating each of these 

values, and we encourage all of 
our pupils to embody each of 

these values in everything they do.
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Care and Achievement Coordinators

Year 7
Mrs L Cavanagh

07790 987139

lcavanagh@woldgate.net

Year 10
Mr M Elwers

07790 987131

melwers@woldgate.net

Year 8
Mrs A Carlill

07980 702715

acarlill@woldgate.net

Year 11
Mrs H Cross

07790 987142

hcross@woldgate.net

Year 9
Miss G Parkin

07790 987137

gparkin@woldgate.net

Sixth Form
Mrs S Clark

07790 987009

sclark@woldgate.net

Family Outreach Worker
Mrs C Wright 

07790 987007 

cwright@woldgate.net
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